La Lucena ELGC Newsletter

—
@
-
(]
(]

—

—
(-}
-

—
(]

=

Autumn 2004

A Strand in the Web...

La Lucena Environmental Learning Center isa urique educationd programwhich
takes the dasstoominto Nature, where all can ke learnt. The program ceebrates

Life, bringing ou the best in al who exploreit.

Dea all,
Asour twelfth yea in existence progresss,
all that we've been throughfedslike a
dream. So much water under the bridge. By
now, the number of kids who've visited us
are getting close to ten thousand. Kids from
over 25 countries.

| have dea memories of many,many magi-
cd moments, mostly involving students at
the threshold of discovery.

Growth, chall enges and experiencing pure
joy have becane truerites of passage.
Countless sinrises, sunsets, the wind in the
woods, the grassy summits, rolli ng thurder-
storms, the douds, campfires the playful
streams, warm rocks, and of course, the un-
equivocd sound of silence, have dl been
their witnesses.

And as with most dreams, the beginningis
blurry and strange. la Lucena was dreamt up
on amidnight train on my way home from
University, bad in 1986 It took me 7 yeas
of obsessve determination to make it hap-
pen. In those days, Nick martin was the
headmaster at St.Paul’sin Hurlingham and

wasthefirst oneto jointhe dub. Wehad a
garage and a shed for dorms, one bathroom,
no hot water and Dona Arminda moked our
meds over awoodstove. I'll always be
grateful to him, to Carol Brown (then at
BDS) and to Mrs.Mazzni for believingin
us and theidea

We survived forest fires, paliceraids and
our own ingenuity, armed with shea enthu-
siasm and conviction. I’ ve seen thelook in
courtless sudents' eyes, as they expressed
their fedings about the World today. I've
been moved to teas by their ads of com-
passon and solidarity. I’ ve heard wise solu-
tions to complex isaues that threaen life &
we know it on Earth. I’ ve been reminded
repededly that it is always best to facechal-
lenges with a smile and that when kids put
their mindsto it, they can do anything.

So, after al these yeas of leaning, | guessl
have no choicebut to join them in their op-
timism. The dream cametrue. It isalive and
kicking!

We're proud La Lucena’s new
toannounce

the purchase Resear_Ch and_
of60has.of  Conservation Project
pristine A collaboration program with
woods and Universidad Nadonal de Cordoba
streams will give students pradicein

Inspiration up

fieldwork and contribute with re-
introduction projeds of Native
flora and faunain the region.

Agencia Cordoba Ambiente

oo o helpsuswith trees

sostlepuee After repeded forest fires, planting a
i . treehas become an enormous ad of

stie 1810 f4th and belief inthe future. La

Quseadvdame [ ucena'sbrand new forestation

dd mudopara  program tripled in sizethisfall, with

vdve aemtralo the donation of 600saplings, all aching
VDS studen to settle in our areathis Spring! 1




Matters of scale: Is there enough money to “save the World”?

Sue, Satigticsaren’t everything, andyou can't believe eveything you read, but these numbers say alot.

- Amourt of money neaded ead yea (in addition to current expenditures) to provide reproductive

hedth care for all women in developing courtries................ $12 hlli on.
Amourt of money spent annually on perfumesin Europe andthe USA ............ $12 Hlli on.
- Money nealed eath yea (plus current expenditures) to provide water and sanitation for all peoplein
developing nations.................. $9 Lllion
Amourt spent annually on cosmeticsinthe USA ................ $8 Hlli on.
- Money nealed eath yea (plus current expenditures) to provide basic hedth and nutrition reeds
universaly in the developing world ................. $13 Hlli on.
Amourt of money spent eat yea on pet foodin Europe andthe USA............ $17 hlli on

- Money required ead yea (plus current expenditures) to provide basic educationfor all peoplein

the developing nations................. $6 hlli on.
Amourt of money spent ead yea on milit aries worldwide............. $780 hllion
- Combined wedth of the world'srichest 225 people............. $1 trilli on
Combined annual income of theworld's poarest 2.5 hillion people........... $1trilli on

Salta among friends

Sncel1996,La
Lucena has been
runnng‘ Cultural
Expeditions’ to the
beautiful province of
Sdta

Expeditions are defined as “journeys with a
purpose” or otherwise,”a purpose that
involves ajourney”. At La Lucena, one of
our most important goalsisto help students
develop a‘Sense of Placé and an
Understanding of their environment. When
put into a foreign setting, a person needsto
adapt in order to function. This process
inherently involves usin away that all ows
usto know more aout ourselves. It is by
knowing who we ae, that we ae aleto
explore different cultures, to compare,
validate and re value those things that we
hold as our own.

We find that this experienceis fundamental
to teenagers, asit is at this age that we
define ourselves and what we represent to
others. Saltais also Argentina. Our
lifestyles are dramaticdly different, and yet,

we share so much. Adapting to the desert
environment, spending time in someone's
bad yard, playing sports with the locd
kids, sharingmusic and crafts are dl
wonderful and spontaneous waysto lean
about ourselves and athers. Asinall our
programs, we run a Community Service
Projea which we find to be agrea way to
bring people together.

Sdlta Expeditions are 512 dayslong and are
offered to schoadlsin March and June. For
more information or reservations, please
visit our website &: www.lalucena.org or
write to lalucena@arnet.com.ar

Question of the M oment. Q: It is said that everyone should have a
Tell uswhat you think! Every newsletter will  private spot, a place where they can go to
feaure aquestion that we post to our readers.  be alone , relax and think about things.
Please let us know what you think . We'll need  Many have called such a place “sacred”
your name, age, and School with your answer because it is so special to them. Is there
to: lalucena@arnet.com.ar . Answers can bein such a place in your life? If so, where is it

English or Spanish... for you?

Thsrenddt e isdadcated
todlteedhers. subtsad
frietbwhoaeanattive
atd laloamlt isfar
e vVaewoatinesto
edaetlereaurd wald
adthar decewithinit.




About us

Who we are and what we do...

Environmental

Learning Centers Our Misson:
dant in the USA. committed to promoting ages asafe and
where state pro- environmental educaionin stimulating channel for
grams require spe- Argentina by: exploring the natural
cific Environmental . Helping children world.
e QIEonS  devdopasenseo
. EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHY
schoadl curricula. La belongng_and Environmental Education
Lucenaistheonly stewardshi P for the land. encourages development of
program of itskind ) Empo\Nerl ng teadersto life values and a style of
in Aragentina infuse EnVi ronmenta| living which minimizes
Y ) ] ) ) destruction and maximizes
Educaion into their those relationships that
SChOdS. enhance life. It fosters the
. . constructive use, rather than
PrOmOtl ng Comrmnlty the exploitation of the
Service & away of environment.”

improving quelity of life.

Our Guest Naturalist for Spring
ing. Thisyea it's Nick's turn. He's a native .
Introducing Nick Olson Minnesotan and has had his OE training at ‘

Wolf Ridge ELC, our parent schodl. Nick's v

Since 1999 La Lucena has been recaving interests are varied. He'sbeen amidde
foreign guest Naturaliststo join our team for schod teader and has led many expeditions
asemester. It has proven to be agrea experi-  in the northwoods of Minnesota. We look
encefor both parties, as we've benefited forward to receaving himin August and

from the input of these seasoned Outdoar Ed-  hope that La Lucena students will enjoy
ucators and they've had a golden oppatunity pradicing their English with im. Most of
to explore adifferent culture throughtead- our staff (including Dona Arminda) cer-

Outreach: Club “La Lechuza”

A lot has been accomplished thisfall in ou Outread Program.
First of all, we dismantled La Lechuza, our littl e pulic library, and
opened five small li brariesin ead of the schodsin ou area Dona- headed a Sports and reaeaion Program for our littl e town which
tions from visiting schods (thank you!) have enriched their shelves.  arealy has 65 members aged 6to 12 Our next goa isto buld a
At present, we boast almost 1000 bods! Theserural pubdic schods  Canchade Bochas for the dderly and a plazade juegos for the
have committed to form a Club (a sort of ESSARP if you will !) very young. Where do the moneys come from? From afundcre-
which will have them working together to raise acalemic standards. ated as aresult of sales of Arts and Crafts at LaLucena! It isthe
LaLucenahas also committed to organizedifferent interschod aca  spirit of suppat to locd communiti es through buying locdly that
demic eventsto suppat and encourage them. We have dso spea- has hel ped so many kids.



La Lucena HC

BOOK YOUR WEEK
AT LA LUCENA FOR
2003 email or call us
with your inquiries.
Forward planning is

half thetrip!

La Pampa (5117),
Dto. Totoral

Pcia. de Cordoba
email:lalucena@arnet.com.ar
website: ww .lalucena.org

La Lucena is locaed 3 km north of the quaint town of
Ascochinga, on the eatern slopes of the Sierras Chicas of
Cordoba. It is only an hour away from Cordoba International
Airport and 15minutes from the town of Jesus Maria

Spring is always around the corner

A new chapter beginsat LalLucenaELC.
Last June, 60 hedares of woodands, hill s
and streans came into our hands. Asapro-
jed, LaLucena has been evolving for twelve
yeasand | can now say that we're ready to
end the projed and make it something more
definite, transcendent.

Teader training programs, curriculum de-
velopment for the dassoom, research and
conservation are now on the horizon. It is
not about getting big, but creaing a model
of excdlencein non formal educaion. it is
about quality of life for al li ving credures.
Its about remembering how to enjoy the
beauty in al things and learning to focus on
meaning.

So, once aain, | put la Lucena on the draw-
ing board, thistime to plan our definite site.
A placewhere kids can have funand fed at
home in Nature, a placewhere they'll be
challenged and where they will | ean.

I will always be grateful to all of you
who've supparted thisideg heals of
schoals, teadhers, parents and of course, the

kids. It isall for them.

| look forward to our second d Newsletter
to keep you posted onwhat's new, hap-
pening, or about to happen in this, our beau-
tiful ned of the woodk.

“TheUnivease
Isful o
magical things
patiently wait-
Ing far aur
witstogrow
sharpa™ -

Emaso

Saludos,

Peter Dunn, Diredor of LaLucena ELC



