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We’re proud
to announce
the purchase
of 60 has. of
pristine
woods and
streams

La Lucena’s new
Research and

Conservation Project
A collaboration program with
Universidad Nacional de Cordoba
will give students practice in
fieldwork and contribute with re-
introduction projects of Native
flora and fauna in the region.

Inspiration up
a tree...
Solo un h ombre
sensible puede
sentir e l viento.
Quisiera olvidarme
del mundo para
volver a encontrarlo
VDS student

Agencia Cordoba Ambiente
helps us with trees
After repeated forest fires, planting a
tree has become an enormous act of
faith and belief in the future. La
Lucena’s brand new forestation
program tripled in size this fall , with
the donation of 600 saplings, all aching
to settle in our area this Spring!

A Strand in the Web...

Dear all ,
As our twelfth year in existence progresses,
all that we’ve been through feels like a
dream. So much water under the bridge. By
now, the number of kids who’ve visited us
are getting close to ten thousand. Kids from
over 25 countries.
I have clear memories of many,many magi-
cal moments, mostly involving students at
the threshold of discovery.
Growth, challenges and experiencing pure
joy have became true rites of passage.
Countless sunrises, sunsets, the wind in the
woods, the grassy summits, rolli ng thunder-
storms, the clouds, campfires the playful
streams, warm rocks, and of course, the un-
equivocal sound of silence, have all been
their witnesses.
And as with most dreams, the beginning is
blurry and strange. la Lucena was dreamt up
on a midnight train on my way home from
University, back in 1986. It took me 7 years
of obsessive determination to make it hap-
pen. In those days, Nick martin was the
headmaster at St.Paul’s in Hurlingham and

was the first one to  join the club. We had a
garage and a shed for dorms, one bathroom,
no hot water and Dona Arminda cooked our
meals over a wood stove. I’ ll always be
grateful to him, to Carol Brown (then at
BDS) and to Mrs.Mazzini for believing in
us and the idea.
We survived forest fires, police raids and
our own ingenuity, armed with sheer enthu-
siasm and conviction. I’ve seen the look in
countless students’ eyes, as they expressed
their feelings about the World today. I’ve
been moved to tears by their acts of com-
passion and solidarity. I’ve heard wise solu-
tions to complex issues that threaten li fe as
we know it on Earth. I’ve been reminded
repeatedly that it is always best to face chal-
lenges with a smile and that when kids put
their minds to it, they can do anything.
So, after all these years of learning, I guess I
have no choice but to join them in their op-
timism. The dream came true. It is alive and
kicking!

La Lucena Environmental Learning Center is a unique educational program which
takes the classroom into Nature, where all can be learnt. The program celebrates
Life, bringing out the best in all who explore it.
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Matters of sca le: Is there enough money to “ save the World” ?

- Amount of money needed each year (in addition to current expenditures) to provide reproductive                   
health care for all women in developing countries ................ $12 billi on.

   Amount of money spent annually on perfumes in Europe and the USA ..............$12 billi on.
-  Money needed each year (plus current expenditures) to provide water and sanitation for all people in 

developing  nations ................... $9 billi on
   Amount spent annually on cosmetics in the USA ................. $8 billi on.
-  Money needed each year (plus current expenditures) to provide basic health and nutrition needs

universally in the developing world ...................$13 billi on.
   Amount of money spent each year on pet food in Europe and the USA............ $17 billi on
-  Money required each year (plus current expenditures) to provide basic education for all people in
the developing nations .................. $6 billi on.
    Amount of money spent each year on milit aries worldwide.............. $780 billi on
-  Combined wealth of the world's richest 225 people ............ $1 trilli on
   Combined annual income of the world's  poorest 2.5 billi on  people ........... $1 trilli on

This newsletter is dedicated
to all teachers, students and
friends who are an active
part of  La Lucena. It  is for
everyone who continues to
explore the natural world
and their place within it.

Question of the Moment.
Tell us what you think! Every newsletter will
feature a question that we post to our readers.
Please let us know what you think . We'll need
your name, age, and  School  with your answer
to: lalucena@arnet.com.ar . Answers can be in
English or Spanish...

Q: It is said that everyone should have a
private spot, a place where they can go to
be alone , relax and think about things.
Many have called such a place “sacred”
because it is so special to them. Is there
such a place in your life? If so, where is it
for you?

Salta among friends
Since 1996, La
Lucena has been
running ‘Cultural
Expeditions’ to the
beautiful province of
Salta

Sure, Statistics aren’ t everything, and you can’ t believe everything you read, but these numbers say alot.

Expeditions are defined as “ journeys with a
purpose” or otherwise,”a purpose that
involves a journey” . At La Lucena, one of
our most important goals is to help students
develop a ‘Sense of Place' and an
Understanding of their environment. When
put into a foreign setting, a person needs to
adapt in order to function. This process
inherently involves us in a way that allows
us to know more about ourselves. It is by
knowing who we are, that we are able to
explore different cultures, to compare,
validate and re value those things that we
hold as our own.
We find that this experience is fundamental
to teenagers, as it is at this age that we
define ourselves and what we represent to
others. Salta is also Argentina. Our
li festyles are dramatically different, and yet,

we share so much. Adapting to the desert
environment, spending time in someone's
back yard, playing sports with the local
kids, sharing music and crafts are all
wonderful and spontaneous ways to learn
about ourselves and others. As in all our
programs, we run a Community Service
Project which we find to be a great way to
bring people together.

Salta Expeditions are 51\2  days long and are
offered to schools in March and June. For
more information or reservations, please
visit our website at: www.lalucena.org or
write to lalucena@arnet.com.ar
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A lot has been accomplished this fall i n our Outreach Program.
First of all , we dismantled La Lechuza, our littl e public library, and
opened five small li braries in each of the schools in our area. Dona-
tions from visiting schools (thank you!) have enriched their shelves.
At present, we boast almost 1000 books! These rural public schools
have committed to form a Club (a sort of ESSARP if you will !)
which will have them working together to raise academic standards.
La Lucena has also committed to organize different interschool aca-
demic events to support and encourage them. We have also spear-

headed a Sports and recreation Program for our littl e town which
already has 65 members aged 6 to 12. Our next goal is to build a
Cancha de Bochas for the elderly and a plaza de juegos for the
very young. Where do the moneys come from? From a fund cre-
ated as a result of sales of Arts and Crafts at La Lucena! It is the
spirit of support to local communities through buying locally that
has helped so many kids.

Our M ission:
La Lucena ELC is
committed to promoting
environmental education in
Argentina by:
· Helping children

develop a sense of
belonging and
stewardship for the land.

· Empowering teachers to
infuse Environmental
Education into their
schools.

·  Promoting Community
Service as a way of
improving quality of li fe.

· Providing people of all
ages  a safe and
stimulating channel for
exploring the natural
world.

Who we are and what we do...

Since 1999, La Lucena has been receiving
foreign guest Naturalists to join our team for
a semester. It has proven to be a great experi-
ence for both parties , as we've benefited
from the input of these seasoned Outdoor Ed-
ucators and they've had a golden opportunity
to explore a different culture through teach-

ing. This year it's Nick's turn. He's a native
Minnesotan and has had his OE training at
Wolf Ridge ELC, our parent school. Nick's
interests are varied. He's been a middle
school teacher and has led many expeditions
in the northwoods of Minnesota. We look
forward to receiving him in August and
hope that La Lucena students will enjoy
practicing their English with him. Most of
our staff (including Dona Arminda ) cer-

Ou t r eac h :  C l ub  “ L a  L ec hu z a ”

Environmental
Learning Centers
(ELC’s) are abun-
dant in the USA,
where state pro-
grams require spe-
cific Environmental
Learner Outcomes
in their regular
school curr icula. La
Lucena is the only
program of its kind
in Argentina.

Our Guest Naturalist for Spring

EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHY
Envi ronmental  Educat i on

encourages  devel opment of

l i fe val ues  and a st yl e of

l i vi ng whi ch mi ni mi zes

dest ruct i on and maxi mi zes

those rel at i onshi ps  t hat

enhance l i fe. I t fosters  t he

const ruct i ve use, rather  t han

the e xpl oi t at i on of t he

envi ronment .”

About us

Introducing Nick Olson
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A new chapter begins at La Lucena ELC.
Last June, 60 hectares of woodlands, hill s
and streams came into our hands.   As a pro-
ject, La Lucena has been evolving for twelve
years and I can now say that we're ready to
end the project and  make it something more
definite, transcendent.
Teacher training programs , curriculum de-
velopment for the classroom, research and
conservation are now on the horizon. It is
not about getting big, but creating a model
of excellence in non formal education. it is
about quality of li fe for all li ving creatures.
Its about remembering how to enjoy  the
beauty in all things and learning to focus on
meaning.
So, once again, I put la Lucena on the draw-
ing board, this time to plan our definite site.
A place where kids can have fun and feel at
home in Nature, a place where they'll be
challenged and where they will l earn.
I will always be grateful to all of you
who've  supported this idea; heads of
schools, teachers, parents and of course, the

kids. It is all for them.
I look forward to our second d  Newsletter
to  keep you  posted  on what's new,   hap-
pening,  or about to happen in this, our beau-
tiful neck of the woods.

Saludos,

La Pampa (5117) ,
Dto. Totoral
Pcia. de Cordoba
email:lalucena@arnet.com.ar
website: www.lalucena.org

La Lucena ELC

Spr i ng  i s  a lway s  a round  t he  c o r ne r

BOOK YOUR WEEK
AT LA LUCENA FOR
2005! email or call us
with your inquir ies.
Forward planning is
half the tr ip!

La Lucena is located 3 km north of the quaint town of
Ascochinga, on the eastern slopes of the Sierras Chicas of
Cordoba. It is only an hour away from Cordoba International
Airport and 15 minutes from the town of Jesus Maria

Peter Dunn, Director of La Lucena ELC

“The Universe
 is full of

magical things
patiently wait-

ing for our
 wits to grow

sharper” -
Emerson


